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Tam tang kinh dién Trung Hoa duogc goi chung 12 "Pai Tang Kinh". An ban hoan chinh dau
tién cua ai Tang Kinh hoan thanh vao nam 983 sau Cong nguyén va dugc goi 1a Thu ban. An
ban nay gom 480 cudn véi 1076 kinh. Ve sau con c¢6 nhiéu 4n ban khéc. An ban chuan hién nay
12 Dai Chanh T4n Tu Dai Tang Kinh, xuit ban ¢ Tokyo tir nim 1924 dén nam 1929, gdbm c6 55
tap voi 2184 kinh, kem theo 45 tap phu luc.

Khi truy tim ngudn gdc ciia cdc tong phéi Phat gido trén thé gidi ngay nay, ¢6 thé néi mot cich
so lugc vé su phan chia tong phdi nhu sau:

1) Kinh dién Phat gido da phat trién dan theo thoi gian. Tang Kinh va Tang Luat dugc bién
soan va luu hanh sém nhit. Khoang dau thé ky thir nhit sau Cong nguyén céc vi nghién ciru
Kinh A Ham ciing cdc vi theo truyén thong Thanh Vin di bién soan A-ty-dam, nhan manh vio
phuong dién thyc tai ciia 1y duyén sinh. Trong khi d6, kinh dién Dai thira dugc bién soan bai
nhitng hoc gia chd trong dén Phat tinh ciing cong hanh cia cic vi Bd-tdt, xem tanh khong nhu 13
thiét yéu dé thuc su thau hiéu 1y duyén sinh.

Vao thé ky thtr 3, ngai Long Tho (Nagarjuna) trudc tac bo luan ndi tiéng cua ngai vé hoc
thuyét trung quan(Madhyami-ka), giai thich A-ham va A-ty dam trén co s kinh dién Pai thira
ciia Khong téng. Ciing trong thoi gian d6, mot s6 kinh dién Dai thira ¢6 khuynh hudng duy tim,
ban thé luan nhu Kinh Thrfmg Man Phu Nhén Su Tt Héng (Srimaladeve-Simhanada Sutra) bét
dau xudt hién, theo sau 12 cdc kinh nhu Kinh Ling-gia (Lankavatara Sutra), v.v... Ciing voi sy
phat trién nay, mot s6 hanh gia cua Nhét Thiét Htu bd (Sravastivada) da chép nhan khia canh
"duy tam" cua Dai thtra. Ho trudc tdc mot $6 bo ludn cua Du-gia tong hay Duy thirc tong va dan
dan phét trién thanh mot tong phdi 16n cua Dai thira. Sau d6, vao khoang thé ky thit 5 trong Duy
thirc tong lai c6 mot nhdnh di xa hon trong phuong phép du-gia bi truyén. Néu theo st qud trinh
phét trién ctia Phat gido nhu di so luge mé ta trén ddy, c6 thé dé dang thiy duoc su hinh thanh
ctia nhitng hé thong kinh dién va hoc thuyét hét sirc da dang ctia cc tong phai.

2) Vé mit hoc thuyét, thoat tién Phat gido chi 13 Phat gido va khéng hé c6 mot su phan phéi
nao. Mai cho dén dau Tay Lich van chua hé c6 sy phan chia ra Thanh Van thira va Bo-tat thua.
Chi trong kinh dién cia Bo-tat thira m¢di xuat hién sy phan chia Tiéu thira va Pai Thura.

Viao thé ky thtr 2 va 3, Duy Thirc Ban Thé Luan bét dau xuét hién trong Bo-Tat Thira. Trong
nhitng bo kinh d6 1an dau tién nhitng tir nhu "Ban Thé", "Tanh Khéng", "Trung Quan”, "Tiéu
Thira", "Pai Thira", va "Nhat Thira" dugc tim thay. Nhing kinh dién xuit hién mudn nay nhan
manh vao sy thanh tyu Phat tanh, va vi vay duoc goi la Phat Thura.

Dau thé ky thtr 5, mot "Thira" khdc, "Pa la-ni Thira", tich ra tir trudng phdi ban thé luan cta
Phat gido. Tong phai nay phan Phat phap ra Tam Tang, Tang Ba-la-mat (bao gom tat ca gido
phap phé truyén cua cdc tdng phéi khéc) va Tang Pa-la-ni (n6i 12 Tam Tang, nhung trong ban
tiéng Anh chi nhic dén 2 Tang). Ho con phén gido phdp tuy theo cdch thyc hanh nhu Tt Dé, Luc
Do v.v..



Céch phan loai nay cho thiy su da dang va sy phat trién cua Phat gido, dong thoi ciing théng
nhat v6i cach phan chia theo 3 giai doan phat trién lich st ciia Thai Hu Dai Su. Céch phan chia
d6 nhu sau:

1) 500 ndm déu tién sau khi Dtrc Phat nhap Niét ban, Tiéu Thira rat thinh hanh trong khi Dai
Thira chi nhu ké dung sau hau truong. Trong giai doan nay Tam Tang Pali 1a tiéu biéu cua Phat
gido.

2) 500 ndm thtr hai, Pai Thira vuot trdi 1én véi Tiéu thira trong vai thor yéu. Tam tang kinh
dién ctua Trung Hoa phéan anh sy phat trién ctiia Phat gido trong giai doan nay.

3) 500 ndm thir 3, Phét gido Mat tong dén dau, vuot hin cdc tong phéi pho truyén khac. Tam
tang kinh dién ctia Tay Tang la thanh qua cua giai doan nay.

Phat gido Trung Hoa la by mat ctiia Phat gido trong giai doan 500 nam thir hai, n6i cach khéc,
n6 hinh thanh trén nén tdng cia Bo-tat thira, 1a gach ndi cua Thanh van thtra trude day va Phat
thira sau nay; vi vay né da noi két lich stir Phat gido mot cach hiru hi¢u.

Vi né d6ng mot vai trd then chdt trong lich st phit trién cia Phat gido, Tam tang Trung Hoa
dang dugc chi y déac biét doi voi nhitng ai quan tdm dén sy phét trién hién nay ctia Phat gido thé
gidi. Tam tang kinh dién Trung Hoa gém c6:

(a) A-ham (Agamas): Bén bo A-ham thudc vé Nhat Thiét Hitu Bo. B6 Trung A-ham
(Madhyamagama) va bd Tap A-ham (Samyuktagama) duoc dich tir nguyén ban ctiia Nhat Thiét
Hiru B9 trong khi bd Truong A-ham (Dirghagama) va bd Tang Nhat A-ham (Ekottaragama)
duogc dich tir nguyén ban cua Pai Ching B (Mahasamghika) va Phan Tich B (Vibhajyavada).
Mic dit khong phai 1a mét hé thong gido 1y hoan chinh ctia mot tong phéi nao, (trong khi Tam
Tang Pali ti€u biéu cho mot hé théng hoan chinh), nhung kinh dién cua cdc tong phai déu c6 su
doéng goép cua nd.

(b) Luat (Vinaya): Trong khi Tam Tang T@y Tang ch‘i c6 nhirng diéu luat méi cua phéi
Tamrasatiya, tang Luat ciia Trung Hoa bao gom cdc phan sau:

- Luat cua Pai Ching BJ.

-5 phan cua Luat Héa bia B (Mahisasaka), 4 phan cua Luat Phap Tang Bo (Dharmagupta),
Gidi Bon Pratimoksa ctia Mahakasyapiyah va Luat Thién Kién ctia Tamrasatiya. T4t ca phan nay
1a nhitng diéu luat ciia Phan Tich Bo.

- Luat ctia Nhit Thiét Hitu Bo cii va Luét ctia Can Ban Nhat Thiét Hiru B6 mdi, ca hai déu
thudc vé& Nhat Thiét Hitu Bo.

- B6 Luan Thuyét Minh 21 diém cua phdi Sammatiya thudc Doc Tir Bo (Vatsiputriyas). Su tdp
hop céc tai liéu tir nhiéu nguon khic nhau nhu vay rat thuan loi cho viéc nghién clru ty gido cac
tong phdi Phat gido.



(c) A-ty-dam (Abhidharma): Tang nay tuong tu nhu; tang ,Luefln cua 3 tong phai chinh cua
Thuong Toa BS (Theravada), d6 1a Phan Tich B, Nhat Thiét Hiru B§ va Boc Tur BJ.

Trong khi Tam tang Pali chi ¢6 7 bo Luan, Tam tang Trung Hoa khong chi bao gom céc bd
Luan cua Nhat Thiét Hiru B ma con ca cac bo Luan cta céc tong phai khac. Tang luan cua Tam
tang Trung Hoa gom c6:

* The Samgitiparyaya, the Dharmaskandha, the Prajnapti, the Vijnanakaya, the Dhatukaya, the
Prakaranapada, Jnanaprasthana, Abhidharma-hrdaya-vyakhya, Abhidharmananyanyanusara, va
Abhidharmasamayapradipika Sastras cuia Hlru B (Sarvastivada)

[Xin xem thém & bai A Ty Pam Hitu B cua Ty kheo Gidc Nguyén].

* Bo A-ty-dat-ma Lugln (Abhidharma Sastra) cua ngai Sariputta thu@c Ph@n Ticl} B0, 1a bo
luan quan trong duy nhat phoi hop A-ty-dam cua 2 bo phdi Nam tryén va Bac truyén.

* Giai Thoat Bao Luan (Vimmutti-magga), mdt phién ban cua b Thanh Tinh Pao Luan
(Visuddhimagga).

* Bo Luan Chanh Luong Bo (Sammitiya) cua Poc Tu Bo.

* B A-ty-dat-ma-ciu-x4 ndi tiéng (thudc thé ky thir 3 dén thé ky thir 4) thau tém nhitng gido
1y cao siéu ctia ca hai bo phai Nhat Thiét Hiru B6 va Kinh Lugng Bo (Sautrantika), ciing véi bo
Thanh That Luan (Satyasiddi Sastra) cia Harivarman vbn c6 anh huong rat 16n dén Phat gido
Trung Hoa.

Tt ca nhitng kho tang quy b4u nay ctia A-ty-dam déu tim thdy trong Tam tang Trung Hoa. C6
thé thdy rang mic dii cdc ban kinh cb nhat ciia Tam tang Trung Hoa khong duoc da sb Phat tir
Trung Hoa dénh gid ding muc, lwgng tu liéu phong phi ma né chira dung c6 gid tri tham khao
rit quy gid cho nhitng ai mudn truy nguyén sy phan phdi ciing nhu sy phit trién cta ly tuong Bo-
Tat tor Thanh Van Thura.

(d) Trung Quén: Nhitng tic phim trung quén trong Tam tang Trung Hoa khéc biét dang ké so
v6i ban dich cua TAy Tang. Cac bd luan cta Trung Hoa chi yéu 12 nhitng tdc pham c6 dién, dic
biét 1a cua ngai Long Tho, nhu bd Dai Tri P6 Luan (Mahaprajnaparamita Sastra) va by Thap Tra
Ty Ba Sa Luan (Dasabhumikavibhasa Sastra), 1a nhiing bo luén trinh bay triét 1y Trung Quan
trong mot trinh ty chdt ch€ va minh hoa rd nét hanh trang ciia mot vi Bo-tt.

Trong nhitng tdc pham trung ludn xuat hién vé sau, tirc 12 nhitng bd ludn do cic dé tir ciia ngai
Long Tho viét sau khi hé théng Duy Thirc ra doi, chi c6 bo Bat Nha Pang Luan (Prajnapradipa
Sastra) ciia ngai Bhavaviveka duoc dich sang tiéng Trung Hoa. Tam tang Trung Hoa khong c6
nhiéu tic phim ciing nhu nhiéu truong phdi cta hé thong nay nhu Tam Tang Ty Tang. Bo
Nhiép bai Thura Luin ( Mahayanavataraka Sastra) cua ngai Sthiramati va by Bi¢n Trung Bién
Luan (Madhyayata Sastra) ctia ngai Asanga cho thiy su thay d6i trong tu tudng tir trung quén
dén duy thirc.



(e) Kinh dién Dai thira cia Phap Tuéng Tong hay Duy Thirc Tong 1a mot hé thong rat hoan
chinh trong Tam tang Trung Hoa. Nhig b6 kinh nay rat gibng voi nhitng bd ctia Tam tang Tay
tang. B6n bo kinh quan trong, B4t Nhi Ba-la-mat (Prajnaparamita), Hoa Nghiém (Avatamsaka),
Dai Tap (Mahasamghata) va Dai Bat Niét Ban (Mahaparinirvana), déu 1a nhing tac pham d6 so.
Tam tang Trung Hoa c6 ddy du cic tic pham ctia hé théng nay véi céc tic phdm quan trong nhu
Thap Trd Luan  (Dasabhumika), Nhiép Dai Thira Luan (Mahayanasamparigraha Sastra), va
Thanh Duy Thirc Luan(Vijnaptimatrasid-dhi Sastra). Trong khi céc hé thong Duy Thuc & Tay
tang cha yéu dua trén gido 1y ctia Sthiramati vén rat tuong tu v6i Nhiép Pai Thira Luan cua
Trung Hoa, nhitng ngudi theo Duy Thitc Tong chinh thong & Trung Hoa lai theo nhiing gido 1y
cua Dharmapala.

Thanh Duy Thirc Luan, bd luan tiéu biéu cho hé thong triét hoc ctua Dignaga, Dharmapala va
Silabhadra, 1a mot vién ngoc quy trong Tam tang Trung Hoa. Nhan Minh Luan (Hetuvidya), von
gdn bé mat thiét vi Duy Thirc Tong, khong duoc dich day du trong Tam tang Trung Hoa va
khong thé sanh v6i nhitng tic pham ciia Dignaga va Dharmakirti dugc luu trir trong Tam tang
Tay tang. Diéu nay cho thiy ngudi Trung Hoa khong c6 thién hudng vé loglc va khong quan
tAm nhiéu dén viéc 1y luan va tranh bién. Trong qud khur diéu nay ciing da dan dén viéc dat cic
luan su Trung Hoa vao nhiing vi tri khdng may quan trong.

(f) Du-gia bi truyén: Tam tang Trung Hoa bao gdm nhiing ban dich ctia ca hai bo kinh 13 Kinh
Dai Nhat (Vairocana Sutra) trong phﬁn thuc hanh va Kinh Kim Quang Panh (Diamond Crown
Sutra) (Sanskrit equivalent?) trong phan Du-gia ctia Phat gido Mat tong. Nhing b kinh bi
truyén bj bo sét khong duogc dich 1a nhitng b thude phan Du-gia ti thugng, boi vi nhitng bo
kinh d6 dugc du nhap vao Trung Hoa trong thoi diém dit nudc loan lac nén khong ¢6 co hoi dé
lan truyén rong rai. Mit khdc chinh chu truong dat gidc ngd qua phuong tién xdc thit cling 12
nguyén nhin khién Mat tong khong duoc gidi tri thire Trung Hoa chip nhan. Tuy vay, nhing tc
pham Du-gia bf truyén lai rat phong phii trong Tam tang Ty tang.

C6 thé néi kinh dién Trung Hoa ndi bat voi nhitng tinh chit sau day:

1) Nhitng ban dich khéac nhau cua cing mdt bd kinh dugc duy tri va bao ton trong Tam tang
kinh dién Trung Hoa mot cich chinh xéc, khong bi hiu dinh hay sira dbi theo nhitng ban dich
xuét hién sau, nhu trong truong hop kinh dién Tay Tang. T sy nghién ctru cdc ban dich Trung
Hoa chiing ta c6 thé truy ra dugc sy thay do6i trong ndi dung ma hau hét cdc bo kinh déu phai trai
qua theo thoi gian, ddng thoi phan dnh s thay dbi trong céc ban kinh goc ctia An d6 ¢ cdc thoi
diém khéc nhau. Nhu vay ching ta c6 nhiéu phién ban ghi lai duoc sy bién thdi cta cdc bo kinh
dé tham khao.

2) Nhiing bo kinh Dai thira Trung Hoa duoc phién dich truéc doi Trinh (bat dau tir nim 265
sau Cong nguyén) c6 quan hé rat dic biét dén Phat gido Trung Hoa Turkestan véi trung tAm &
viing niii Kashmir. Nhitng b kinh nay hinh thanh nén cdt 16i ctia tu tudng Phat gido Trung Hoa.
Ban dich ctia Thap DPia Luan (Dasabhumika Sastra) va Kinh Lang Gia (Lankavatara Sutra) déu
mang nhiing tinh cach rat dic biét

Qua day c6 thé thiy ring Tam tang Trung Hoa bao g6m chu yéu céc kinh dién Dai thira thudc
giai doan 500 nam thtr hai sau khi Dtrc Phat nhap Niét ban. Tuy nhién cac ban dich khdng chi



gidi han trong giai doan nay ma cdc bo kinh cua thoi Phét gido nguyén thay ciing chiém mot
phan khé quan trong.

Nhu vy, néu c6 mot kién thire diy da vé Tam tang Trung Hoa, va mo mang thém tri kién vé
Tam tang Pali cua Thanh van thtra, Trung luén, cling nhu phap Du-gia t01 thuong cua Téy tang,
thi khong khé khan gi de ¢6 dugc mot cdi nhin toan dién va chinh xdc vé 1700 nam phét trién
ctia Phat gido An do v6n dugc ghi lai va bao ton trong ba hé thong tu twéng chinh hién con ton
tai cua Phat gido.

Thai Hu Pai Su tung néi: "Hinh thanh mot h¢ théng moai co tinh cach chon loc va toan dién,
dya trén Tam tang Trung Hoa, gido ly nguyén thuy cua Tich Lan, va mot phan tinh tuy cua kinh
dién Tay tang, s& 1a muc tiéu cua viéc ghi lai lich sir Phat gido An d9." Hon thé nira, d6 con 1a
muyc tidu ciia viéc phdi hop va lién két cdc nhdnh ctia Phat gido thé gi6i. Trach nhiém cta chiing
ta 12 loai bo nhirng diéu thém thit va duy tri tinh tdy ctia cdc bd Tam tang quy bau, 1am cho Phat
gido thich nghi véi x4 hoi hién dai dé né c¢6 thé 1am tron st mang dan dudng cho ching sinh dau
khé trong ky nguyén hién tai.
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